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Jon has been engaged in two career 

paths: he has served as both a pastor 
and a nationwide motivational speak-
er. He began pastoring the first of his 
four churches as a college sophomore 
at Hardin-Simmons University in Abi-
lene, Texas. He has a master of divinity 
degree from Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary and did doc-
torate studies in ancient Roman his-
tory at Texas Tech University. 

He served as Director of Evangelism 
at the Baptist General Convention of 
Texas. In 2010, as a contractor for the 
U.S. Air Force, he crafted a program 
for senior officers to mentor members 
of the junior force. 

In 2013, after 20 years as an evangelist 
and a motivational speaker, he re-
turned to pastoring and is currently 
the senior pastor at Victory Life Bap-
tist Church in Lubbock, Texas. 

In all of his endeavors, Jon has en-
couraged excellence and character. But 
most of all, Jon has impacted countless 
lives by his witness and testimony of 
Jesus Christ. 

Jon has the heart of a lion and a tre-
mendous amount of faith. As he battles 
pancreatic cancer, he is an amazing ex-
ample to all of us how to run the race 
God has set out for each of us. 

May God bless Jon Randles, and may 
He continue to bless the United States 
of America. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

NATIONAL AGRICULTURE WEEK 
(Mr. EMMER of Minnesota asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in honor of Na-
tional Agriculture Week. 

If you look around this great build-
ing, you will find countless references 
to our early economy, which depended 
largely on our Nation’s abundant farm-
land. This vital industry impacts every 
person in this country, from the food 
we place before our family to the busi-
nesses that keep our citizens gainfully 
employed. 

My home State of Minnesota is the 
fourth largest agricultural exporter in 
the country, and Stearns County, 
which is in my district, is the largest 
dairy producing county in Minnesota. 
We are the Land of 10,000 Lakes and 
80,000 farms. 

As a member of the Agriculture Com-
mittee, I am proud to work on behalf of 
both farmers and consumers to ensure 
this vibrant industry continues to 
thrive. Please join me this week in 
thanking a farmer. 

f 

THE GOP’S ‘‘WORK HARDER FOR 
LESS’’ BUDGET 

(Mr. ISRAEL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, the Re-
publican budget that has been released 
today should be called ‘‘Work Harder 
for Less.’’ It squeezes hardworking 
Americans, making it harder for them 
to buy a home, harder to send their 
kids to college, and harder to enjoy a 
secure retirement. 

How does it do these things, Mr. 
Speaker? 

If you want to buy a home, it makes 
it harder because it continues to stag-
nate paychecks. If you want to send 
your kids to college, it makes it harder 
by slashing tuition assistance and stu-
dent loans. If you want to save some 
money for a secure and enjoyable re-
tirement, it privatizes Medicare— 
again—after all these years of at-
tempts. 

Mr. Speaker, this Republican budget 
takes the tools of opportunity away 
from hardworking Americans all in 
order to provide bigger and deeper tax 
cuts for the superwealthy. It is the 
same old-same old spiced up with an-
other repeal of the Affordable Care Act, 
and the American people will under-
stand what the Republican priorities 
are versus ours. 

f 

AMBASSADOR GERARD ARAUD 
VISITS SOUTH CAROLINA 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, yesterday, as cochairman of 
the French Caucus, I had the oppor-
tunity to escort French Ambassador 
Gerard Araud across South Carolina, 
where he met enthusiastic citizens of 
French heritage along with business 
leaders who appreciate our valued alli-
ance. 

South Carolina’s association with 
France was highlighted by the arrival 
of the Marquis de Lafayette at George-
town to support the American Revolu-
tion. His portrait is one of only two 
here in the House Chamber. 

Today, French investments are ex-
traordinary with the joint Michelin 
plants in Lexington, providing over 
2,000 jobs at a nearly 2-million-square- 
foot facility. At the Savannah River 
site in Aiken, the Ambassador toured 
the Mixed Oxide Fuel Fabrication facil-
ity using AREVA advanced technology 
to convert weapons-grade plutonium 
into green fuel. These investments 
produce jobs for Americans and profits 
for France. 

In between tours, the Ambassador 
was honored to speak to the Columbia 
Rotary Club, South Carolina’s largest 
civic organization, led by President 
John Johnston, with introduction by 
French Huguenot, Rusty DePass. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and may the President by his actions 
never forget September the 11th in the 
global war on terrorism. 

THE GOP’S ‘‘WORK HARDER FOR 
LESS’’ BUDGET 

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, well, 
today the Republicans are unveiling 
yet another Republican budget that 
would ensure hardworking Americans 
have to continue to work harder and 
get less. 

Our country deserves a budget that 
puts these hardworking families first, 
not this damaging budget that guts 
middle class priorities making it hard-
er to buy a home, harder to send your 
kids to college, and harder to have a 
secure retirement. It is all at the ex-
pense of handouts to special interests. 

This ‘‘work harder, get less’’ budget 
continues to squeeze the middle class 
by keeping wages stagnant, cutting 
student loans, and privatizing Medi-
care. House Democrats stand ready to 
pass a budget that invests in our fami-
lies so that they can take home bigger 
paychecks, send their kids to school, 
and save for retirement. 

The Republican budget takes the 
tools that build the American Dream 
away from hardworking Americans to 
give bigger tax cuts and bigger tax 
breaks to the superwealthy. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope that my Repub-
lican colleagues will work with us in a 
bipartisan fashion to fashion a budget 
that works for all Americans. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE ST. PATRICK’S 
DAY PARADE IN SAVANNAH, 
GEORGIA 

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, today I rise to celebrate the 191st 
occasion of the St. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade in Savannah, Georgia. Among the 
largest Irish celebrations in the Na-
tion, the St. Patrick’s Day Parade is 
held in the downtown historic district 
and is always a meaningful occasion 
for the citizens of Chatham County and 
the State of Georgia. 

In 1824, the Hibernian Society of Sa-
vannah, which was formed to aid the 
early Irish immigrants, began what 
would become the second largest St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade in the Nation. 
Peak years have estimated up to 400,000 
visitors to the area for St. Patrick’s 
Day festivities. Georgia is proud to 
welcome visitors from all across the 
Nation, and it continues to be success-
ful due to the hard work and dedication 
of those working in Savannah, Georgia. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to 
recognize and honor the members of 
the St. Patrick’s Day Parade Com-
mittee, including Chairman Kevin 
Halligan and the Grand Marshal, Mr. 
Hugh Coleman, for their tireless efforts 
and outstanding commitment in orga-
nizing this year’s parade. Thank you 
all for all you do in our community and 
the State of Georgia. I wish you much 
success in today’s event. 
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